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l.TSTING OF CLAIMS: 

1. (Cutrenfly amended) A computer-implemented system for providing grouping of 
annotated electronic documents lu i v i iift mark iipn to bo oppliod to the documental 
.»,.r>tetion5; which tn he aDpUed to th e d ocumen ts being store<} in a first data storage, 
H^tniments beipp ^^sr^ m a sec o nd A^t» storage, the first data storage an4 th? ^nd 
A.f. storage beicp least one of p >iv«1raiiv separate and logically separ^e. said system 
comprising: 

(A) an annotation component coniSguiedt o determine, responsive to at least 
one user, at least one annotation to be appUed to at least one document, including a 
selection resource to select at least a portion of the at least one document and to associate 
the at least one annotation therewith, and a mark-up resource to at least one of add and 
edit the at least one annotation; and 

(B) a lefeience component, responsive to the at least one user, configured t o at 
least one of establish, traverse, indicate, and remove, at least one reference between the at 
least one portion and at least one of an other portion of the at least one document, an 
other document, and at least one other portion of the other documentiand 

(P at least nne merge c omponent confifiaired: 

1^ j^.^ «t least o n « Ana»mant from tbe first data storage as documem data, 
f thf. ^ least on ^ annntatjon IP Iv annlted to said at lea.'gt one 4<HiUmeQt 

frnm ^ second data storage as ap "f>tatinn data, and 

t» /..ombine the annot fit^^" ^''^^ the document data to form a single IpRical 

H^rnment. the «n p1e logical d neument having the annotation data embedded iAthe 

Hnftiime nt data . 

2. (Currently amended) The system of claim 1. further comprising: 
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a view component operativclv connected to the annotaiion component t o aeloot 
the at l e ast oao portion, and t o edit, responsive to the at least one user, the at least one 
portio n of the at least one document selected bv the selection resource . 

3 . (Currently amended) The system of claim 1 , furthor oompriaingi w hcrein the a t 
least one merge component ^ to aaaooiat e dooumont data r e pr ese ntativ e of tho at looot ono 
Hriniim ft nt and nnn ntntion data roproHcntativ e of th e at leaot ono annotation to bo applied 
tn oniH nt lofint nno dooumont: and to provid e i s further configured to display the single 
lopical document as a marked up r epresentation of the at least one documen t, tho marked 
up repr e s e ntation having th e dooumont data and th e onDOtQtion data, 

4. (Currently amended) The system of olaim 3 claim 1. wherein said document data 
includes at least one element corresponding to a location of the at least one annotation 
within said document. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Currently amended) The system of efajga- Sclaim h wherein at least one of the 
mnrVod up ropreaentntio n single logical docimient^ the document data and the annotation 
data is at least one of: XML format, binary format, image data, video data, a nd audio data. 

7. (Currently amended) The system of olaim 3 claim 1 , further comprising: 

at least one split component, responsive to sold morkod up rcproDontotions iagig 
logical document configured: 

to extract the annotation data and the document data £rom the markod up 
rnprofiontatiefisin gle logical document. 

t/% i,]p^p»^ t he at least one annotation in the firs t data storage from the extracted 
annotation data, and 

3 

PAGE 4/25 * RCVD AT 0/22/2008 8:16:59 AM [Eastern Daytlgttt Time] * &VR:U8PTO-EFXRF-6/37 • DN18:2738300 * 0810:70370781 12 * DURATION (mnKSS):0S-42 



Sep' 22 2006 8:15HM POSZ LRU GROUP 



70370791 12 



Serial No. 1 0/692,793 Attorney Docket No. 1 1 3708. 1 29 

to update the at least one document in the second data storage from the extracted 
docxnnent data . 

8. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the at least one annotation indicates an 
evaluation of at least one legal property relative to the at least one document. 

9. (Currently amended) The system of claim 1, fiirther com]>rising: 

at least one version component, configured to at least one of manage a history of 
changes and maintain at least one separate version for the at least one document and the 
at least one annotation applied thereto. 

1 0. (Currently amended) The system of claim I, further comprising: 

at least one schema configured t o identify at least one tag in at least one of the at 
least one portion, the at least one document, and the at least one azmotation. 
Claims 11-12 (Canceled) 

1 3. (Currently amended) The system of claim 1, the at least one annotation being 
associated with the at least one user, the at least one document being accessible by the 
plurality of users including the at least one user, and wherein ooo e oo to the at l e ast one 
A miotQtinn app lied-te -the merge component is further co n figured, responsive to a request 
for the at least one document from the at least one user, to limit the annotation data 
included in the single logical documeat tho ot leoot ono dooumont io limited t o 
aimotations associated with t he at least one use r oosociot e d with tho at looot on e 
onnotfltion . 

14. (Original) The system of claim 1 , wherein the at least one annotation includes at least 
one of: a pre-defined notation, a user-provided text, a user-defined attribute, a reference 
to a URL, and a reference to an other file. 
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1 5. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the at least one dociunent is representative 
of at least one of: a patent document, a trademark document, a copyright document, a 
product description document, a license document, a sui generis protection document, a 
design registration document, a trade secret document, and an opinion document, 

1 6. (Currently amended) The system of claim 1, further comprisin g at least ono of : 

(C) a report component, responsive to a user, configured t o provide a report 
having a s ummary of q plurolitj' of l isting each armotation in the at least one document. * 
and in visual correspondence thereto a summary of each p ortions in the at least one 
document and th e at i e oflt on e onnotatio nt bat is associated with each annotation : and 

(D) a map component, responsive to the user, havong configured to list a 
summary of each portion in t he at least one document, each annotation in the at least one 
document including t he at least one annotation, and each reference from the at least one 
portion of the document Including t he at least one referenc e, wherein each annotation 
and each reference is visuallv linked to a corresponding portion liste d ji^ j^vfyiTnary^ 
and 

(fi) at loQot on e dioplay oomponent, having a di s play of at Icaot one of (i) tho at 

le ast on e document and tho at least on e annotation, and (ii) the oth e r docum eal. 

1 7. (Currently amended) The system of claim 1, wherein the at least one document is 
an intellectual property documen tj and th e grouping is provid e d in an intollootual 
property onvironm e nt . 

1 8. (Currently amended) A computer-implemented system for providing a grouping 
ei^onnotated electronic doctmient s. the annotations which are to be applied to the 
documents being stored in a first data storage, the docimients being stored in a second 
data storage, the first data storage and the second data storage bei ng at least one of 
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ph ysLcallv separate and logicaliv separat o in an mtolloctuai prop e rty envuronm e nt , said 
system comprising: 

(A) at least one merge component, configured: 

to retrieve the at least one document from a first data storage as do cument data> 
to retrieve at least one annotation to be applied to said at least one document from 
a second data storage as annotation data, t o oflgooiato document data roppooontativo of at 
looot one dooumont and annotation data repreo e ntativ e- of at l e ast ono onnotatiop to b e 
gppliod to the at l e ast one dooumont, said document data including at least one element 
corresponding to a location of the at least one aimotation witiiin said docummt; and 

to provido at loost on e marlcod up ropr e aMitation of the at Icost on e dooumont, the 
fit l^n^ fTinrlfaH np roproaontation hnvinp combine t he document data and the 
annotation dat a to form a single logical document having the an notation data embedded 
in the document data at th e location: 

(B) at least one split component ., reoponsive to said at l e aot ono marked up 
roproruintntinn- eonfigured: 

to extract the annotation data and the document data &om the at loaat ono markod 
■ip rnpr a n a ntatiQ ns ingle logic a l documents 

to update the at least one annotation in the first data storage from the extracted 
annotfltion data, and 

to update the at least 0 "^ Hor;:^imft nt in the seco nd data storage from the exttaPtgd 
document data : and 

(C) at least one version component, configxu-ed to at least one of manage a 
history of changes and to maintain a separate version for the document data and the 
annotation data to be a pplied thereto. 
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19. (Canceled) 

20. (Cuirentiy amended) The system of claim 1 8, wherein at least one of the fit4east 
oac mr^ r*-"'^ " r T.r^^^^ritr.tin Tilogical sing le document, the document data and the 
annotation data is at least one of: XML format, binary format, image data, video data, a nd 
audio data. 

21. (Currently amended) The system of claim 18, further comprising a schema 
configured to identify at least one tag in the at least one element, and logic to determine 
tags for at least one of the document data, the annotation data, and the at least one 
marked-up representation. 

22. (Original) The system of claim 1 8, wherein the annotation data includes at least one 
of: a pre-defined notation, a user-piovided text, a user-defined attribute, and at least one 
reference to at least one of: an element in the document, an element in an other document, 
a URL, and an other file. 

23. (Original) The system of claim 18, wherein the document data is representative of at 
least one of: a patent document, a trademark document, a copyright document, a product 
description document, a license document, a sui generis protection document, a design 
registration document, a trade secret document, and an opinion document 

24. (Currently amended) The system of claim 18, furtiier comprising looat one of: 

(D) a report tool, configured t o provid e , from the sin^l? iQffcal document, a report 
hMriop -listinga summary of elements m the atngle logical document and oorrooponding 
in vi^iufll coiTesp""^^'^^'^ thereto, each annotation data of tho ot locmt one mtnked up 
rrprmrntntiTrnr "IP^r 'aP'*^'*^ document: and 

CC ) uii uiu i utatto n t o nl . r r rrnrr—*" " ^" Hntm-rrtiiiQ annotation data for tho at 
l u ujt v m marked n r i Lpiu JOUta ti o n , iu u lu Ji jif; a solopt iu n l uju m nn t n nH oot at looot ono 
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ete mcut of tho dooument data to bo ODDOtQted, and a mark up r e aourc e to at least one of 
addr ^d edit oimotation data oorre B pondipg to the at looot ono oloment; (F) on edit tool; 
TCOponGive to a uoor, to ooloot tho at l e agt on o oloment, and to edit th e at Icoot one olcm e nt. 
inoluding a r e pr o contation of the at least on e aoleoted olcment, and a roproscntatioa of the 
at looot one annotation data; (G) aroforono e tool, to d e termin e at looot one ref e r e no e to 
tho at least ono olcment and at least on other oloment of at least ono doeumont, and to 
enablo tho at least on e refereno e to be travoraod by th e us e r; and (H) 

(E) a map tool, responsive to the user , configured to flummariz e -list^ from the 
single logical documenL a summary of each element in t he single logical document, each 
tho at least on e mark e d up roprooontntion, tho a nnotation dj^^n the single logical 
document including the at least one annotadon . and each refere nce in fee single logical 
document including t he at least one referenc e oonooponding to tho at least ono e l e ment^ 
wherein each an ^fitfltimi and each reference are v isually linked to a corresponding 
element listed in the summary. 

25. (Currently amended) In a computer-implemented system for providing a 
grouping of annotated electronic dociuneats- in on intell e otual proport>^ onviron mnnt, tiie 
annQtations which are to be applied to the documents being stored in a first data storage, 
the documents being stored in a second data storage, a method for annotating intoU e otuol 
proporty documents, implemented by a computer system, said method comprismg the at 
least one of sequential, nan-sequential and sequence-independent steps of: 

(A) determining , in the computer system and resp onsive to a user, at least one 
annotation to be q)plied to at least one document, including selecting at least a portion of 
the at least one document to be annotated, associating the at least one annotation with the 
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at least one portion, and editing the at least one a nnotatio n data oorr e gDonding to 
associated with the at [east one portion; and 

(B) responsive to a user, at least one of establishing, traversing, indicating, and 
removing at least one reference from the at least one portion to at least or^ of an other 
portion of the at least one document, an other document, and at least one other portion of 
the other documen t: and 

(O retrieving, in the computer system, the at least one document from a first data 
55tQTage as document data^ retrie ving the at least one annotation to be am>lied to said at 
least one document from a second data storage as annotation data, and combining the 
flntifttetion data and the document data to form a single logical docu ment, the single 
logical dociiTnent having the annotation data embedded in the document data . 

26, (Currently amended) The method of claim 25, ftarther comprisin g oi least ono of : 

^m-providin g. from t) } ^ ? in p]& logical document, a report having-listrngeach 
annotation in the at least one document and in visual cones pondence thereto a summary 
of tho at IcQGt one each p ortion in the at least one document and the at least on e 
annotation t hat is associated thorowithwith each annotation : and 

^S)-providing a map ha¥ifig-Hsting.a summary of each portion in the at least one 
document, each annotation in the at least one document including t he at least one 
annotation, and each reference fi-om the at least one portion of the d ocument, including 
the at least one referenc e, wherein eac ^ annotati on and each reference is visually linked 
to a corresponding portion listed in the summary . 

27. (Original) The method of claim 25, wherein the at least one annotation includes at 
least one of: a pre-defined notation, a user-provided text, a user-defined attribute, a 
reference to a URL, and a reference to an other file. 
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28. (Original) The method of claim 2S» wheiein the at least one document is 
representative of at least one of: a patent document, a trademark document, a copyright 
document, a product description document, a license document, a sui generis protection 
document, a design registration document, a trade secret document, and an opinion 
document. 

29. (Withdra>vn) A system for retrieving and storing a plurality of electronic 
documents and a plurality of annotations to be applied to tiie documents, the plurality of 
documents to be accessed by a plurality of users, the plurality of azmotations to be 
accessed by at least a portion of the users, the system comprising: 

(A) at least one stomge portion, to store at least one document and at least one 
annotation associated tiierewitb; 

(B) at least one server lo determine respective locations of the plurality of 
documents including the at least one docimient, and the plurality of annotations including 
the at least one annotation; and 

(C) at least one manager, to determine a location of the at least one document 
and at least one annotation to be applied thereto, stored in the at least one storage portion, 
and to at least one of retrieve from and store in, via the at least one server, the at least one 
document and the at least one annotation to be applied tiiereto^ in the at least one storage 
portion; and to provide the at least one document with the at least one annotation applied 
thereto. 

30. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 29, the at least one annotation being 
associated with the at least one user, the at least one document being accessible by the 
plurality of users including the at least one user, and wherein access to the at least one 
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annotation applied to the at least one document is limited to the at least one user 
associated with the at least one annotation. 

3 1 . (Withdrawn) The system of claim 29, wherein the at least one manager 
determines, if the at least one document is read-only, to not store a further copy of the at 
least one document 

32. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 29, further comprising a version control to 
maititntn at Icast one separate version of the at least one document and the at least one 
annotation. 

33. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 29, further comprising at least one analyzer to 
at least one of manage, traverse, search, view, report and edit, via the at least one 
manager, the at least one document and the at least one annotation associated therewith. 

34. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 29, wherein the at least one manager 
associates at least one reference with at least one of the at least one document and the at 
least one annotation, the at least one reference being to at least one of: an element in the 
document, an element in an other document, a URL, and a file. 

35. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 29, wherein at least one of the marked-up 
representation, the document data and the annotation data is at least one of: XML format, 
binary format, image data, and audio data. 

36. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 29, wherein the at least one aimotation 
indicates an evaluation of at least one legal property relative to die at least one document. 

37. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 29, i^herein the at least one annotation 
includes at least one of: a pre-defined notation, a user-provided text, a user-defined 
attribute, a reference to a URL, and a reference to an other file. 
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38. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 29, wherein tbe at least one document is 
representative of at least one of: a patent document, a trademark document, a copyright 
document, a product description document, a license document, a sui generic protection 
document, a design registration document, a trade secret document, and an opinion 
document. 

39. (Withdrawn) In a computer-implemented system, a method for aonotating 
electronic documents in an intellectual property environment, comprising the at least one 
of sequential, non-seqnential, and sequence independent steps of: 

(A) providing at least one docvunent; 

(B) determining at Least one section of the at least one document to he 
axmotated; 

(C) determining at least one annotation to be applied to the at least one 
section; 

(D) associating the at least one annotation with the at least one section; and 

(E) storing the at least one annotation for later retrieval, wherein the 
annotation is stored separately fix>m the at least one document. 

40. (Withdrawn) The method ofdaim 39, wherein determining the at least one 
section includes at least one of (i) indicating, responsive to the user, a scope of the at least 
one section and selecting the at least one section; (ii) selecting, responsive to the user, the 
at least one section fiom a plurality of pre-deteimined sections; and (iii) automatically or 
semi-automatically pre-detemiining a scope of the at least one section, and automatically, 
manually or semi-automaticaUy selecting the at least one section. 

4 1 . (Withdrawn) The meftod of claim 39, wherein determining the at least one 
annotation includes at least one of: (i) selecting at least one pre-defined notation; (ii) 
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ieceiving input text; (u) selecHng at least one user-defined attribute; (W) receiving a 
reference to a URL; and (v) receiving a reference to a file. 

42. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 41, further comprising the step of 
preliminarily determining a plurality of user-defmed attributes including the at least one 
attribute. 

43. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 39. further comprising storing the at least one 
document for later retrieval. 

44. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 39, fixrther comprising maintaining at least 
separate version for at least one of the at least one annotation and the at least one 
document. 

45. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 39, wherein the at least one annotation is 
associated with at least one user, the at least one document being accessible by the 
plurality of users including the at least one user, further comprising limiting access to the 
at least one annotation to the at least one user associated with the at least one annotation. 

46. (Withdrawn) The method ofclaim 39, wherein the at least one document is 
rqmssentative of at least one of: a patent document, a trademark document, a copyright 
document, a product description document, a license document, a sui generic protection 
document, a design registration document, a trade secret document, and an opinion 
document. 

47. (Withdrawn) The method ofclaim 39, wherein the at least one annotation 
indicates an evaluation of at least one legal property relative to the at least one document. 

48. (Withdrawn) In a computer-implemented system, a method for annotating 
electronic documents m an intellectual property environment, the annotations indicating 
an evaluation of at least one legal property relative to at least the annotated electronic 
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documeDt, comprising the at least one of sequential, non-sequential, and sequMce 
independent stq>s of: 

(A) providing at least one document, wherein the at least one document is 
representative of at least one of: a patent document, a trademark document, a copyright 
document, a product description document, a license document, a sui generic protection 
document, a design registration document, a trade secret document, and an opinion 
document; 

(B) determining at least one section of the at least one document to be 
annotated, including at least one of (i) indicating, responsive to the user, a scope of the at 
least one section and selecting the at least one section; (ii) selecting, responsive to the 
user, the at least one section fixim a plurality of pre-determined sections; and (iii) 
automatically or semi-automatically pre-determining a scope of the at least one section, 
and automatically, manually or semi-automatically selecting the at least one section; 

(C) determining at least one annotation to be applied to the at least one section, 
including at least one of: (i) selecting at least one pre-defined notation; (ii) receiving 
input text; (ii) selecting at least one user-defmed attribute; (iv) receiving a reference to a 
URL; and (v) receiving a reference to a file; 

(D) associating the at least one annotation with the at least one section; and 

(E) storing the storing the at least one annotation for later retrieval, wherem 
the annotation is stored separately from the at least one document. 

49. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 48, further comprising maintaining a separate 
version for the at least one annotarion and the at least one document 

50. (Withdrawn) A computer-implemented system for managing an annotated 
electronic document in XML format, said system comprising: 
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(A) at least one merge component, to associate document data representative 
of at least one document, and annotation data representative of at least one annotation, to 
be applied to the at least one document, said document data having an XML format and 
including at least one elemrat corresponding to a location of the at least one annotation 
within said document; and to provide at least one marked-up representation of the at least 
one document, the at least one marked-up representation having the document data and 
the annotation data associated therewith; and 

(B) at least one split component, responsive to said at least one marked-up 
representation, to extract the annotation data and the document data from the at least one 
marked-up representation; 

(C) wherein the at least one amotation and the at least one document are at 
least one of stored logically separate and stored physically separate. 

51. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 50, further comprising at least one version 
component, to at least one of (i) manage a history of changes and (ii) maintain at least a 
separate version for at least one of the document data and the annotation data applied 
thereto. 

52. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 50, wherein the at least one annotation 
includes at least one of: a pre-defined notation, a us^-provided text, a user-defined 
attribute, a reference to a URL, and a reference to an other file. 

53. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 50, wherein the at least one document is 
representative of at least one of: a patent document, a trademark document, a copyright 
document, a product description document, a license document, a sui generis protection 
document, a design registration document, a trade secret document, and an opinion 
document. 
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54. (New) The system of claim 18, further comprising: 

an annotation tool, responsive to a user, configured to input annotation data to be 
applied to the at least one document, including a selection resource to select at least one 
element of the document data to be annotated, and a mark-up resource to at least one of 
add and edit annotation data corresponding to the at least one element; 

an edit tool, responsive to a user, configured to select the at least one element, and 
to edit the at least one element, including a representation of the at least one selected 
element, and a representation of the at least one annotation data; and 

a reference tool, configured to detemaine at least one reference to the at least one 
element and at least an other element of at least one document, and to enable the at least 
one reference to be traversed by the user. 
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